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To Whom It May Concern,  

1. As Police and Crime Commissioner, I welcome this opportunity to provide my 

views on the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Bill. My response 

below is structured to align line with the relevant sections of the Bill upon 

which I wish to comment.  

Elections 

2. I firmly believe that both security and democratic accountability for local 

councillors is of primary importance in ensuring that Wales enjoys a healthy 

and robust local democracy. In tandem with this, it is essential that the Welsh 

public are fully engaged and feel empowered to participate in the democratic 

process. I therefore agree with the Bill’s Explanatory Memorandum, which 

states that citizens should be afforded an understanding of voting methods 

used for local elections and that they are provided access to the candidates 

seeking their vote.  

 

3. With that said, as Police and Crime Commissioner, I have no strong 

preference for any particular voting method for local elections (i.e. First Past 

the Post or Proportional Representation). However, I do consider it very 

important that the electoral voting system for local elections is consistent 

across Wales, rather than chosen on an individual basis by local authorities. I 

believe that a mixture of electoral systems would ultimately result in confusion 

for the public and undermine the Bill’s ambition to increase citizen 

participation in local democracy. Further, different voting systems also present 

a potential risk of conflict over legitimacy between councillors, hindering 

partnership working when we should instead be seeking to foster collaborative 

approaches between local authority areas.   

General Power of Competence 

4. In my capacity as Police and Crime Commissioner, I have supported efforts to 

achieve a general power of competence for Police and Crime Commissioners 

and police forces across England and Wales. It is my view that the ability to 

trade and sell services could provide an important method of income 

generation during a time of ongoing austerity. I see no justification as to why 

local authorities, police forces or Police and Crime Commissioners should not 

have the same rights to act as any individual may generally, except where 

prohibited by the law. 

Collaborative Working 

5. Partnership working is of critical importance to Police and Crime 

Commissioners and police forces in delivering an efficient and effective 

service for the public. Beyond policing, partnership approaches have been 
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firmly embedded in Wales as good practice, in line with Welsh Government’s 

ethos of ‘One Public Service’. Therefore, it is important that no barriers are 

erected – such as differing electoral systems between local authorities – that 

may impact upon regional working across Wales.  

 

6. In addition, I believe that Public Service Boards should be adapted to work at 

a regional level, rather than by local authority area. I am convinced that such 

a change would illustrate how regional approaches to partnership working can 

effectively meet the needs and service demands of the public. To that end, I 

would encourage Welsh Government to both allow and support councils in 

merging their Public Service Boards into larger regional boards. 

 

7. Policing is a reserved service and therefore Gwent Police and my office do 

not sit as statutory members of our local Public Service Boards. We are, 

however, statutory invitees and are committed to playing a full part in 

contributing to the work of each board in Gwent. From my experience 

attending Public Service Boards, I am aware that there is a clear desire 

across the five local authority areas and pan-Gwent organisations to move 

towards a greater Gwent Public Service Board. Given the opportunities that a 

regional approach would provide to collaborate and combine resources at 

time when public services are stretched, a regional approach must surely be 

the way forward.  

 

Additional comments from the Commissioner: 

I support fully the proposals to allow 16 and 17 year olds the right to vote and to 

extend the vote to all foreign nationals legally resident in Wales. 

I do this in recognition of the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act and the 

importance of encouraging young people to take a degree of responsibility for their 

future. 

In terms of foreign nationals I believe that everyone that contributes to Welsh civic 

life and the economy should have the right to influence government at all levels in 

Wales. 

Yours Faithfully,  

Jeff Cuthbert,  

Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent  


